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Annual Karl H. Fox Memorial Fall Tour to Las Vegas

(NM that is!) Brings Out Largest Ever Turnout!
By Dan Flegel

On October 11 and despite the cold miserable
weather, approximately 40 participants took part i
the Annual Karl H. Fox Memorial Fall Tour to Las
Vegas (NM). The tour started from the Santa Fe
BMW dealership with a record breaking 22 BMWSs
and 1 (cold) motorcyclist. The BMW procession
traveled up 1-25 to Las Vegas where Jon van Arsd
led the group through the town and toward El Porv
nir to view the fall colors in the canyons of the San
Fe National Forest. As we made our drive through
the narrow road of Route 65, a mountain peak in t
distance called Hermit’'s Peak would poke through
the color changing foliage.

man and many of the town’s people would hike to
his cave for his blessings. Sometime in the 1860s,
locals had not heard or seen the Holy man and a
group of locals hiked to the cave only to find him
shot with arrows by Indians.

A U-turn made near El Porvenir took us to our next
e stop at the United World College located in Monte-
e-zuma, NM. A historian waiting for us provided a
tawalking tour of the college. The “Castle” as it is of-
ten referred, was erected in 1880s in Victorian style
nearchitecture. It was constructed near the hot springs
and for many years served as a luxury hotel. Several
other building existed on or near the same site and
had burnt down or were destroyed by raging mon-

The peak was originally named by the Spanish as

Cerro del Tecolote (The Hill of the Owl), but it was
later changed to Hermit's Peak after a religious Itaf
ian around the 1800s took refuge in a cave dwelling

near the crest. The Italian constructed religious tri
kets that he would trade for food in the town of old
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President’'s Message
by Jon van Arsdel
January 2010

Winter is here. As | write this (December), it is cold
and snowy for a lot of New México. The meteorolo-
gists are predicting an El Nifio winter, so we may get
a lot of snow this year. My BMW X3 is ready for the
challenge.

Tech tip #380: BMW X-Drive works well in the snow
and ice.

This past quarter, we had the Fall Tour, a member-
ship meeting, and a holiday party.

The Annual Karl H. Fox Memorial Fall Tour was on
Sunday, October 11, 2009. On the previous day
(Saturday) a cold front had moved into eastern New
México making temperatures very cold east of the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains. We were therefore
thrilled to have 22 BMW automobiles and one BMW
motorcycle come out for the tour. We toured the
Sangre de Cristos to Las Vegas (NM) and went
north through gorgeous Cafdn de Gallinas. As the
skies slowly cleared off, the fall colors were abso-
lutely gorgeous; and the temperatures rose accord-
ingly. We were also able to tour the Montezuma
Castle, and the United World College. Thank you to
Nina Marquez Johns for being a great tour guide!
We ended with brunch at the Plaza Hotel, in down-
town Las Vegas. Thank you to Daniel Flegel for ar-
ranging and leading the tour. See Daniel’s articles
and photos in this newsletter.

We had a general membership meeting and dinner
on November 19. It was a social event and planning
session.

On December 9, we had our first holiday party at
Sandia BMW. Many members stopped by to social-
ize. We had food, movies, and fabulous BMW'’s on
display. Thank you to Bob Kauffman for arranging
the party, and thank you to Jeff Cline and Jim John-
son for hosting the party.

Tech tip #381: BMW heated seats work well in the
snow and ice.

For the first quarter of 2010, we have scheduled two
tech sessions and a membership meeting.

The January 13, 2010 (Wednesday) tech session
will be at Sandia BMW. Service Director Jeff Cline
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will be the host, along with some of his excellent
technical staff. He is planning to have a couple of
the new hybrid BMW'’s on display.

Reminder: Officer elections for the New México
Chapter of the BMW CCA will coincide with the
Sandia tech session. Please come and vote for (or
against) your favorite candidate. Better yet, run for
an office.

The February 11" (Thursday) tech session will be at
Southwest Collision Craftsmen. Owner Manny Cor-
dova will be the host, at his BMW-certified body
shop.

March 11™ (Thursday) will be a general membership
meeting. We will have more details available on the
web as we get closer to the date.

As is our normal custom, food is included in club
events.

Tech tip #382: All season tires with good tread work
well in the snow and ice (do we sense a theme de-
veloping here?).

Complaint. | continue to be have driveability prob-
lems due to ethanol in the fuel in my BMW (and
other) vehicles. Ethanol seems to be the problem.
Although the gasoline sold here (Albuquerque) is
supposed to be no more than 10% ethanol, | am told
it is often closer to 20%. | have heard other fuel-
related complaints from local club members.

The New México chapter of the BMW CCA is always
looking for event leaders, and also officers for the
board of directors. If you are interested, please no-
tify someone on the current BoD.

As always, watch your email for changes and up-
dates to the events. You can also check
www.nmbmwecca.orq for additional information.

I hope to see each of you soon!

Jon van Arsdel
el Presidente
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(From Page 1) Documented records indicate that fa

Welcome Our New Members!

mous guest from around the world such as Theodor
Roosevelt, Ulysses Grant, and Emperor Hirohito to

MICHAEL ADAIR 1999 73

name a few stayed at this resort. After many years ¢

VANESSA AGUILAR 2004 325i

neglect and changing ownership, the castle was fi-

ADAM ANDERSON

nally renovated and today it serves as a fully func-
tioning classroom, cafeteria, meeting and recrea-

JIM BLEDSOE 2001 740il

tional rooms for the students of the college.

RONALD CASIMER 2010 335d

On the way back, the BMW procession stopped at

TOMMY CAVAZOS 1999 540i

FRANK COGGINS 2006 330i

JOHN DOUGHERTY 1994 325

KEN EACK 2000 Z3

ALBERTO GUTIERREZ 2010 M3

RICHARD KESTNER

ERNEST MATAMOREZ 1997 Z3

BEN SHERMAN 1997 328

BRUCE SKEELS 1984 M635

JENNIFER STRASSER 2009 335xi

the Plaza Hotel located in the Plaza and heart of olg
Las Vegas. The hotel architecture and area building

FRANCES SUCHOCKI 2006 X5

resemble the old west movies props, with high storeg

JAMES WOOD 2008 535

front facades. The Plaza in front of the Hotel today
has a gazebo and a fence would surround the plaza
for cattlemen to lock up their cattle and spend the
night in area hotels. A windmill once stood at one

end of the Plaza was not only used for irrigation pur-

poses, but historically it was used for the hanging of
criminals. While Bruch was being made, some of

—

the club members took a guided tour of the Plaza
Hotel.

After our social gathering, many of us at the table
were discussing our day’s adventures of what they
had seen or liked. If any of you have some recom-
mendations for the upcoming tour in the spring, or
would like to lead it, send an email to me at
dflegel@att.net. See you next time!
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New Mexico Chapter Hosts First Holiday Gatheri

By Bill Kurey

The Chapter held a holiday social gathering on -
December 9, 2009 at the Sandia BMW and Mini ==
dealership. Chapter Vice President Bob Kauf-

man made the arrangements for the holiday

themed snacks and BMW video entertainment.
Several new BMWs and Minis were available for e
up close inspection and perusal - just in time for = :
any last minute additions to Santa’s gift list! En- ==
joy the collage of pictures from this year’s event

and make sure you plan to attend next year’s
gathering!
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ICIassified ads are free for NMBMWCCA Chapter members. Only BMW cars, parts, aftermarket add-ons will beu
published. All ads will run in one issue and will be removed unless a request is made to run the ad again. Member

1 number must be included in all submissions. Please submit all ads to: webmaster @nmbnweca.org subject: Classifieds.
Ads may be edited due to space limitations. There is also the free classifieds section on the chapter website for you to
use.

The following items were listed on the Club’s websgefJanuary 3, 2010:
Snow Tires and Wheels - used one season on my 1995 525i, stored in garage
since. Wheels - Borbet (German made) alloys. Dimensions - 7"x15", 22 mm offset,
5x120 bolt pattern. This is a common bolt pattern for BMWs. NO curb rash or
other damage - pristine. Tires are Bridgestone Blizzak WS-50 205/65-15 radials
with 70 percent of tread remaining. Photos available. $500 or best reasonable of-
fer. John at 988-3777 in Santa Fe.

LOOKING FOR: 1991 318is in either silver or white Dennis..... 760-598-8770 or
ddnomad@msn.com

Checkwww.nmbmwecca.ordor current availability!!
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Rev it Up!! — Calendar of Events
January 13, 2010 (Wed), 6:00 p.m. Tech session at Sandia BMA/Pan American Fwy. NE, in Albuquerque.

February 11 (Thurs), 6:00 p.m. Tech session at Southwesi@olCraftsmen, 3401 Claremont NE, in Albuquerqu

1%

March 11 (Thurs), 6:00 p.m. Membership meeting.

April 2010. Annual spring tour. Details to be announced.

April 2010. Annual Clean Car Show and Barbeque at Sandi
BMW.

May 2010. Membership meeting.
June 2010. Tech session. Santa Fé BMW.
July 2010. Membership meeting.

August 2010. The BMW/Porsche Challenge.
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CHAPTER aFFICERS AND CONTACTS

president@nmbmwcca.org

President Jon van Arsdel (505) 867-4135
. . vicepresident@nmbmwecca.org
Vice President Bob Kauffman (505) 710-9083
. treasurer@nmbmwecca.org
Treasurer David Penasa (505) 275-2480
Secretary Daniel Flegel secrelanv@nmbmweca.org

(505) 610-1689

editor@nmbmwecca.org
(505) 822-0440

Newsletter Editor Bill Kurey

Webmaster and
Driving Events Steve Nowaczek
Coordinator

webmaster@nmbmwecca.org
(505) 249-8718

rutkieaf@spinn.net

Dealer Liaison Andy Rutkiewic (505) 281-7820

Sandia Motorsports .

Park Liaison Bill Swope (505) 345-4565

Tech Advisor Jeff Cline (505) 884-0066

Chapter Contact Jon van Arsdel president@nmbmweca.org

(505) 867-4135

Colorado Liaisons

And Tourmeisters Tom & Donna Berg (505) 455-2380

SCCA Liaison Chuck DeMoulin (505) 889-9735

The Rio Grande Redline is the official publication of the New Mexico Chapter of the BMW Car Club of
America, Inc. (BMW CCA of NM), and is not in any way affiliated with the Bayerische Motoren Werke South Central

AB of North America, Inc. It is published quarterly, and provided by and for the members of the BMW Vice President
CCA of NM. Unless otherwise stated, maintenance and modification procedures herein are not “factory
approved”, and their use may void your BMW warranty. Ideas and opinions are those of the writer, and
the editors or publishers, who assume no liability for information contained herein, imply no authentica-

Mark Doran markd@rmcbmwcca.org
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